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Report on Giving
2009
Remarkable students.
Remarkable faculty.
Remarkable donors.

Remarkable gratitude for those who
help make Morris strong and accessible
The University of Minnesota, Morris, is truly a remarkable place.

Chancellor
Jacqueline Johnson
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Associate vice chancellor
for external relations
report and message
5 Donor stories

I am reminded of this each time I interact with Morris students—their energy,
enthusiasm, creativity, and intellect provide a daily reminder to me of how fortunate
I am to be a part of this institution. I am reminded of the remarkable character of
this institution each time I learn of the latest accomplishments of its dedicated
faculty—their artistic productions, the books and articles they have written, and the
grants they have won speak to their recognition as distinguished educators and
scholars. And I am reminded of the remarkable and enduring quality of the
education that students receive here each time I encounter one of our talented and
resourceful alumni, making their mark in their professions and in their communities, in
that distinctive Morris way.
In the classroom, on the playing field, in the laboratory, on the stage, or serving the broader
community, Morris student leaders are making a difference, just as they always have, just as
they always will. Their ability to live and learn in this educational community is made
possible by the commitment of the many, many friends of the
University of Minnesota, Morris who contribute so generously to it—
who make this distinctive educational experience possible. Because of
that commitment, Morris is better, stronger, and more accessible than
ever, and I am, in turn, remarkably grateful to those of you who
provide that support.

Re

John Q. Imholte Scholarship
recipient Jenna Reiser ’10

markable
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Jenna Reiser ’10, a theatre arts,
English, and multicultural studies
major from Bismarck, North Dakota,
received one of more than 200
privately funded scholarships at
Morris this fall. She was honored
with a 2009-10 John Q. Imholte
Scholarship for outstanding
academic achievements.
Reiser and fellow students who
benefit from donor giving extend
their thanks and gratitude to Morris
donors. She says: “This scholarship
will enable me to unabashedly
pursue academic and artistic
endeavors across campus without
carrying the emotional burden of
financial woes.”
Reiser directed the fall Theatre
Discipline and Meiningens’
production of Jean Anouilh’s
adaptation of Antigone. She serves
as the entertainment coordinator on
the Meiningens Executive Board.
Reiser plans to pursue a career in
arts education or advocacy.
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Fiscal Year 2009 Donors

Purpose of Fiscal Year 2009 Gifts
Scholarships and Student
Support

Alumni and Alumni Organizations

Strategic Initiatives

Faculty and Staff, nonalumni

Academic Program Support

Organizations, Foundations,
Corporations

Faculty Support

Other Individuals

Research and Outreach

Remarkable
Donors
UMM Gift Production as of 30-June-2009

Capital Improvements and
Facilities

$1,853,707

$2,000,000

Growth in Giving

$1,800,000
$1,600,000

We hope you feel
that deep glow of satisfaction
that comes from
making a difference at Morris.

$1,400,000

$1,487,703

$1,201,081

$1,099,993

$1,200,000

$1,104,893

$1,000,000
$800,000
$600,000
$400,000

$255,865

$200,000

$0
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Celebrating the spirit of philanthropy
—a message from Maddy Maxeiner
associate vice chancellor for external relations
Thank you for your remarkable gifts to the University of
Minnesota, Morris. Private giving is transformational. This fall, more
than 200 privately funded scholarships were awarded to deserving
students. Representing well over $300,000 in private gifts and
endowment streams, these scholarships keep Morris affordable and
insure student support until graduation. This is truly remarkable!
The Morris campus received more than 2,500 gifts and
commitments totaling $1,853, 707 during the 2009 fiscal year ended
June 30, 2009. Gifts and commitments for scholarships and student support exceeded
$1 million. Many of these dollars will be held in endowment with a portion of the income
annually allocated for scholarships—sustainable for years to come.
You directed your gifts to scholarships, green initiatives, athletics, academic areas,
Briggs Library, the Alumni Annual Fund, the Regional Fitness Center, the Center for
Small Towns, and student research and engagement funds. You made gifts in honor and
in memory of loved ones, retirees, and former students. You gave to commemorate
anniversaries and to create family legacies. For every contributor, there is a “right” gift to
be made, and each one is as precious to us as it is to you.
Your gifts propelled Morris to a remarkable nine-year high in gift totals. How
grateful we are for your unwavering financial support even in times of economic
uncertainty. Good will is not subject to market highs or lows. Your sustained good will is a
remarkable testimony.
For you, we celebrate the spirit of philanthropy with this report on giving. As you read
about lives touched through giving, and the transforming power of collective gifts, we hope
you feel that deep glow of satisfaction that comes from making a difference at Morris. We
extend our deepest appreciation.

Fiscal year 2009
highlights:
• Disbursed $673,000 from gift funds
invested by the University of Minnesota
Foundation and the University of
Minnesota Office of Investments and
Banking in support of scholarships as
well as Morris divisions and departments
• Increased gifts and commitments by
25 percent over 2008
• Created nine new scholarships
• Awarded more than 200 donor-funded
scholarships

Online
Honor Roll of Donors:
Aligned with our efforts to be an
environmentally friendly campus and to
reduce costs, the 2009 Honor Roll of
Donors is now available online.
Please visit...
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris/honorroll
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Barbara Gunderson Stowe ’72 and Jim Stowe,
Theodore and Tone Long Scholarship and
strategic initiatives donors
5
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Stowes’ bequest helps build the future

In the summer, Ted cared for the
campus grounds—a duty he loved as
much as teaching English, speech, and
theatre. “As a child, I took afternoon
lunches to him on the campus,” recalls
Barbara. “They lived on East 4th Street.
Tone, a home economics teacher, would
pack up lemonade and cookies, and off I
would go.”
Barbara also remembers attending a
pageant Ted directed that celebrated
the WCSA’s 50th anniversary. Next year,
in 2010, the Morris campus will again
look back at its history and celebrate
the contributions of so many people like
the Longs who were dedicated to the
WCSA and to UMM, and passionate
about education.

Barbara Gunderson Stowe’s gifts to UMM uniquely bridge the past and the future at
Morris. As a child, she frequented campus with Aunt Tone and Uncle Ted Long, who
taught at the West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA). Those visits continued after
UMM opened its doors in 1960, and Ted became a founding faculty member. In 1968,
Barbara enrolled at UMM, following in the footsteps of her brother, Bob Gunderson ’67,
and graduated in 1972. These experiences, as well as her own career as a higher education
fundraising professional, serve as the foundation for Barbara and husband Jim’s giving.
“I feel very fortunate to have spent my career in education and philanthropy—two parts
of American society of which we can all be proud,” reflects Barbara. “Over the years, I’ve
talked with many donors about their goals, so I have a lot of practice! When it came time
for Jim and me to make decisions about our own philanthropic priorities, it didn’t take
long for UMM to rise to the top of our list.”
The Stowes’ gifts honor Ted and Tone and serve as a tribute to both WCSA and
UMM. Barbara and Jim have funded the Theodore and Tone Long Scholarship for twenty
years with annual gifts. Recently, they established a bequest to UMM, a gift made through
their will, that they designated to the Long Scholarship and to a strategic initiatives fund.
“I know how scarce discretionary funds are for university leadership,” states
Barbara. “These funds are often in short supply, so we want to help UMM leaders with
resources for innovative student and faculty endeavors. I have not known all of
UMM’s leaders, but I did know Rod Briggs, Jack Imholte, and now Jacquie Johnson—
extraordinary leaders for their times. This assures us that the tradition will be
sustained, and this fund can help build for the future.”
The Stowes’ giving reflects gratitude for gifts received in their lives, like Ted and
Tone, education, and careers. “Our support began with modest annual gifts,” shares
Barbara. “Now, we are at a point where we can increase annual gifts. But through our
estate, we can do something far beyond what we could do in our lifetimes. We are
Ted and Tone Long, 1979
incredibly fortunate in so many ways and among them is the ability to make this gift.”

Remarkable
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Energized by
“giving back”
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Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi alumni gather each summer for a golf outing. The 2009 gathering
included, front row from left: Dave Peterson ’74, Nile Fellows ’75, Randy Nelson ’79, Steve
Heiskary ’75, Keith Johnson ’81; Back row from left: Krieg Ofstad ’73, Eric Larson ’82,
National Beta Sigma Psi Alumni President Chad Pfister, Mark Kraft ’79, Mick Thorsland
’70, Tom Larson ’80, National Beta Sigma Psi Alumni Executive Vice President Kevin Stinn,
Steve Schmeichel ’72, Dan Vikstrom ’81, John Habedank ’79.

Remarkable
Fraternity alumni “give back” to their
alma mater with scholarship gifts

Community is a key word to University of Minnesota, Morris alumni who are lifelong
members of the Beta Sigma Psi and Chi Phi fraternities. As Morris students in the 60s,
70s, and 80s, they promised to always support each other and to “give back” to the campus
and community in which they made their home during their college careers. Years later,
they continue to do so through the Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi Alumni Scholarship.
Mark Kraft ’79 remembers that the fraternity house played an important role in
building community: “Living together, joint meals, study sessions, parties, etc. helped
build the camaraderie.” In the house, the campus and community servant leaders planned
dance marathons for fellow students, Muscular Dystrophy Association fundraisers to help
those in need, Halloween haunted houses for community children, and Sunday school
lessons for service in area churches.
The fraternities sold their house a number of years ago, but it continues to strengthen
bonds between longtime friends through the Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi Alumni Scholarship,
funded through sale proceeds and earnings from the sale.
In 1994, coordinated by Scott Nelson ’84, Rick Reed ’80, Tom Larson ’80, and Kraft,
the fraternities’ alumni association established an annual scholarship for Morris students.
Recently, the fraternities’ alumni association decided to create an endowed scholarship
fund. By doing so, they can tap into the President’s Promise of Tomorrow Scholarship
Match. In the future, the University of Minnesota will match the scholarship amount
awarded from their new fund. Says Kraft: “The matching funds made our decision easier—
an easy way to double the impact of our gift.”
The new Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi Alumni Scholarship will be awarded to Morris
students based on academic achievement, financial need, and community involvement.
Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi alumni are energized by the opportunity to support current
students who like themselves embrace “giving back” as a way of life.

The University of Minnesota has
implemented the largest scholarship
drive in its history—The Promise of
Tomorrow—and created the
President’s Scholarship Match, which
doubles the generosity of donors and
the impact of their gifts for new
endowed scholarships.
• Gifts of $25,000 or more that meet
basic qualifications are eligible.
• An endowment fund is created at the
University of Minnesota Foundation.
• About 4.5 percent of the fund’s
market value annually funds the
scholarship. The University matches this
amount.
Scholarships, a critical source of
financial help for students, are Morris’s
top giving priority. More than 90
percent of Morris students qualify for
financial aid each year.
Scholarships open the doors of
opportunity to students who have the
desire and the ability to succeed at the
University of Minnesota, Morris.
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Gifts in honor of

James Van Alstine Geology and
Environmental Sciences Scholarship

The James Van Alstine Geology and
Environmental Sciences Scholarship,
established in “JVA’s” honor will support Morris
geology majors or students majoring in
environmental sciences. Last spring, alumni,
faculty, staff, and friends contributed to the new
scholarship in celebration of Van Alstine’s many
contributions to the Morris campus, including
establishing the geology field camp experience.
Donor Kirk Rovang
’79 says, “By giving to the
Morris geology discipline,
I am providing support
that will not only maintain
the program of education
that I remember, but
improve the quality and
competitiveness Morris
Rovang
needs to compete
nationally. I believe that my college diploma
is like a stock certificate. It gains in value as
the college excels, and I want to be a part of
giving back.”
The Jim “Doc” Carlson Jazz Fund
supports the jazz program as a legacy to Carlson’s
impact on Morris jazz, Morris music, and the

Remarkable
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f retiring faculty
Morris campus. University of Minnesota
President Robert Bruininks and Senior Vice
President for System Academic Administration
Robert Jones match all gifts to the fund.
Donors to the Carlson fund Bryan ’85 and
Kristi Delage ’88 state, “We spent many hours in
Humanities Fine Arts (HFA). Our fondest
memories were created in HFA halls, Concert
Band, Jazz I and II, Band Council, and, for
Kristi, Concert Choir. We keep in touch with
many fellow musicians and enjoy friendships
with ‘Doc’ and Dr. Ken Hodgson. We feel
honored and privileged to be part of a closeknit, quality group of music enthusiasts! We did
not make music our careers, but because of
Morris, we play in an
Ortonville community
swing band and participate
in Homecoming Concerts
and Jazz Fest. We are
proud alumni, and we look
forward to playing for,
performing at, and
pledging to an excellent
educational institution well
into the future.”
The Delages

Jim “Doc” Carlson Jazz Fund

Donors
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Receiving and giving—
the best Morris offers
José Marquez ’92 and Gina BrunkoMarquez ’94 give annually to the Alumni
Annual Fund, and their gifts are matched
by their employer, Wells Fargo.
“The University of Minnesota, Morris
provided us with a solid education,
enduring friendships, and our first
professional jobs,” state José and Gina.
“After graduating, we were hired by the
Office of Admissions and Financial Aid. As
admissions counselors, we shared our
experiences and encouraged many
talented and diverse students to attend
UMM. We worked closely with faculty and
staff; and witnessed how much they care
about the UMM experience. We give to
ensure that future students continue to
receive the very best UMM has to offer.”
José and Gina are proud parents of
two future UMMers. “Andrew is in 3rd
grade and loves math and science. Lucia, the
artist, enjoys 1st grade. Before we know it,
we will be going on campus tours!”
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The Brunko-Marquez family

Remarkable
The Harrens initiate the
1960s Scholarship Fund

During the past forty plus years, Bev ’66 and Tom Harren ’67 have
often reflected upon the impact of the University of Minnesota, Morris
on their lives.
“When we started in 1962, the college was just two years old with 500
students and no senior class,” they remember. “Attending college and
being part of something new was exciting and challenging. Classes were
small, allowing for student involvement and lively discussion that often
continued in Louie’s Lower Level after class. Liberal arts requirements
assured that instruction from a very high percentage of the faculty. We
now recognize that we experienced the establishment of UMM’s
education tradition.”
The Harrens’ also recall “reasonable” tuition. “In 1962-63, we paid
$100 per quarter ($300 per year). With summer jobs and part-time
work, we had no problem paying for tuition and books. Today, the
average tuition at a four-year college is more than $7,000. Add room
and board, and you have a staggering bill.”
Acknowledging the gift they received in the form of a Morris liberal arts education,
the Harrens initiated the 1960s Alumni Scholarship Fund.
“We decided that contributing to scholarships would help give future students some of
the opportunities provided to us forty-seven years ago. We recognized that our 1960s
classmates, like us, value their UMM experience. We who attended during that first decade
had a small hand in shaping what UMM has become today, just as the education we
received shapes our lives, families, and careers. Endowing this fund will help ensure that
UMM will be able to continue to offer the same opportunities to students in the future.”

Donors

The Harrens
The Harrens invite fellow
alumni to join them in
supporting a scholarship that
celebrates and honors the early
years of the University of
Minnesota, Morris.
12

The Lamberty family
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Remarkable
Lambertys share gifts in support of new
I Love UMM Scholarship

Jeff ’99 and Kristin Kaster Lamberty ’00 love UMM, and they know that other alumni
do as well. So, they cofounded the I Love UMM Scholarship and invited fellow alumni to
express their gratitude in the same way.
“UMM provided us a unique experience and a sound liberal arts education within the
structure of a major public university,” state the Lambertys.
The I Love UMM Scholarship was established through the University of Minnesota
Promise of Tomorrow scholarship drive. The Lambertys are especially pleased about the
matching component.
“Once a Promise of Tomorrow Scholarship fund is in place, the annual scholarship
award, or payout, is matched by the University so that the scholarship dollars, and their
impact, are doubled. And, because the scholarship is endowed, the principal will grow and
the annual scholarship amount will grow as well. We’ve made contributions over the years
to Morris, but thought it would be cool to start an endowment since it is a legacy that will
last forever.”
Active young alumni, the Lambertys, who make their
home in Morris with their two children, Maura and
Spencer, often open their home to alumni gatherings.
They’ve hosted get-togethers for computer science alumni,
music alumni, and fellow young alumni who live in the
Morris area.

Donors

Kristin Lamberty ’00, Morris assistant
professor of computer science, served on
the committee that organized the
inaugural, peer-led 2009 faculty and staff
annual giving campaign. Through the
“Warm Up To Giving” campaign, faculty
and staff giving grew to 29 percent.
Paula O’Loughlin, professor of political
science and scholarship donor, served as
chair of the inaugural “Warm Up to
Giving” committee. Her goal is to
“establish a culture of giving at the
University of Minnesota, Morris.”
Visit morris.umn.edu/givetomorris to
learn more about giving to Morris and
the 2010 faculty and staff campaign.

Paula O’Loughlin
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Koopman ’78 gives in thanks for
people who make a difference

Randy Koopman ’78

It is good to see the
direct impact and benefits
of my donations.
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The University of Minnesota, Morris seemed just the right size for a college
experience for the high school student who grew up on a farm near the small
town of Ivanhoe. But Randy Koopman’s college decision was solidified because
of another campus characteristic—caring faculty.
“I did not get that feeling from other schools that I visited,” remembers
Koopman. “I remember sitting in Professor of Chemistry Jim Togeas’ office as a
high school senior, and Jim going through the curriculum with me in detail. My
faculty adviser, the late Joe Latterell, was not only dedicated to academics, he also
guided me to understand that at some point the goal was to get a job with my
education. One day, he sat me down at a phone and had me start calling a list of
companies to see what they had to offer. I know I made the right decision to
attend Morris. The people at Morris still make a difference today.”
Koopman designated his gifts during the past fiscal year to a project
championed by a mentor and friend, the new Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund.
“Jim Togeas’ dedication to his students over the years makes it a pleasure to help him fund
this project. And, it is good to see the direct impact and benefits of my donations. Now that I
am in a good position in life, helped by my education at Morris, it feels good to know others
are getting their chance for success.”
A senior director for Waters Global Services, Koopman’s gifts are matched by his
company. “It is good to see that in the current economic climate they continued this
program.”
Koopman makes his home near Boston, Massachusetts, with wife Deb and two German
Shepherds. He regularly makes his way back to Minnesota to visit his family.

Remarkable

Torvik ’56 establishes scholarship in
appreciation for WCSA experience
Peter J. Torvik ’56 remembers well his days as a student at the University of
Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA), a boarding high school
that made its home on the campus from 1910 until 1963. He credits the WCSA
curriculum and faculty as positive influences on his career in engineering education
and government services, his volunteering activities, and his personal values.
The WCSA, he says, inspired the diverse interests he continues to enjoy today, as
well as a lifetime of study. “At West Central, we had greater requirements of
responsibility and independence, a variety of experiences, and outstanding academic
programs,” reflects Torvik. “And, we learned the most important thing—how to learn.”
In appreciation for his WCSA experiences, Torvik has established the WCSA Class
of 1956 Scholarship at the University of Minnesota, Morris. He invites his classmates
and all WCSA alumni to join him in helping today’s students achieve a college
education.

Peter Torvik ’56

Donors
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Annual gifts from alumni, faculty,
staff, and friends of the campus
support a variety of programs and
projects throughout campus
including athletics, academic
programs, and scholarships.
Last year, annual gifts received
from alumni and designated to
“green” projects, helped purchase
carbon credits, reverse osmosis
water stations, and indoor plants
for campus.
During Fiscal Year 2009, annual
giving to the University of
Minnesota, Morris increased by
three percent and the average
annual giving gift size increased by
seven percent over 2008. Given the
economic downturn, this is
especially good news that speaks
to the loyalty of Morris donors.
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“I’m continually grateful for my years at Morris. The
University consistently provides both a solid liberal arts
education and encouraging environment for its students.
Morris was the right choice for me. I’m frequently
reminded of so many of the professors and the support
they provided, particularly my first adviser, Bert Ahern,
professor of history. With my monthly gift to the Alumni
Annual Fund, I help others have a similar experience. That
is important to me.”
				
Brian Donlan ’94

Brian Donlan ’94
“There are so many reasons why I’m happy that my career path lead to the University
of Minnesota, Morris. Besides the pride of being connected to an institution with
Morris’s reputation and a library position that continually energizes me, there are all the
wonderful opportunities to participate in campus life. I have the opportunity to cheer for
our students, whether it be at intercollegiate athletic events or music, dance, and theatre
performances, or at other activities. It’s great having this quality bleacher and audience
time so I can applaud the talents and efforts of Morris students. The only problem is
choosing between events happening the same evening!”
LeAnn Dean, Rodney A. Briggs Library director,
proud Cougar fan, and faithful donor

Remarkable

In partnership with the University of
Minnesota Foundation, 100 percent of all
gifts designated to Morris are received by
and invested in the Morris campus. The
Foundation serves as the legal, charitable
entity for the University system.
The Morris campus welcomes all
forms of financial gifts in any amount
in support of its mission. There are
many ways to give, and we are happy
to assist you in determining the
best way based on your individual
situation. Contact a development team
member for a personal consultation.
Maddy Maxeiner
associate vice chancellor for
external relations
320-589-6386
maxeinme@morris.umn.edu
Susan Schmidgall
development officer
320-589-6160
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu

LeAnn Dean and Pounce

Photo credit: Natalie Johnson ’11

Carla Riley
director of alumni relations
and annual giving
320-589-6066
rileycj@morris.umn.edu

Office of External Relations
University of Minnesota, Morris
312 Behmler Hall
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267
giving@morris.umn.edu
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris/honorroll

2010 Celebration—
honoring campus history and
celebrating history-in-the-making
Visit 2010. morris.umn.edu.
Events planned throughout the year.

